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Built in 1874, St. Joseph Catholic Church is the second oldest active Roman Catholic Church in Missouri. The 
church’s original roof system was wood shake, and a gray, asbestos-based, diamond tile roof was added in 1920. 
Church o�  cials called on Herzing Roo� ng, Je� erson City, Mo., for some divine inspiration when determining 
how to reroof the church in 2009. The church o�  cials wanted to maintain the roof’s historic diamond-pattern 
look, but they also wanted to somehow update the appearance.

“We have done a lot of church projects around the nation, so we were referred to them,” said Don Herzing, owner 
of Herzing Roo� ng. Herzing, who works with many roo� ng materials, chose a metal roof for this project because 
it replicated the look of the 1920 tiles. Herzing chose CastleTop (HCT160) metal roo� ng shingles from ATAS 
International, Inc., Allentown, Pa. CastleTop is a diamond-shaped � at metal tilethat is easy to install from eave to 
ridge and features concealed fasteners. 

To update the roof’s aesthetics, Herzing incorporated an inset design of a cross into the roof. The inset is done 
in Mission Red, and the remaining roof is Slate Grey. About 6,300 square feet of Castle Top was installed, and the 
project took about two months to complete. There were many delays because of weather-related issues. Shelter 
Distribution, Je� erson City, Mo., was the roo� ng distributor. No architect was involved with the project.

“We were trying to maintain 100 percent the historic look,” Herzing explained. “I think we did that by selecting 
the metal shingle and the way we did our trim work. We were very cautious for all trim to match the original 
installation. We did put the cross design into the roof, but that wasn’t an option in 1920 and really adds something 
to the roof.”


